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1. Identification of the Property 
 
a. Country 
 
The Republic of Suriname 
 
b. State, Province or Region 
 
The District of Paramaribo 

 
c. Name of Property 
 
The Historic Inner City of Paramaribo 
 
The Cultural Property encloses the oldest part (18th century) of the Historic Inner City  
of Paramaribo, (a designated Conservation Zone under strict control of a Special 
Advisory Committee on building), two Buffer Zones (being the 18th/19th century urban 
extensions) also under strict control of the Special Advisory Committee, and a number 
of Essential Listed Monuments. 
 

Cultural Property 
 
The Designated Conservation Zone, enclosed by: 
 

• = Fort Zeelandia and surroundings 
• = Sommelsdijksche Kreek 
• = Tourtonnelaan, Klipstenenstraat, Heiligenweg, bank along the Waterfront of  the 

River Suriname 
 
The Designated Buffer zones, being: 
 
Buffer Zone 1. Wijk Combé, enclosed by: 
 

• = Grote Combéweg 
• = Mahonylaan 
• = Bank of the River Suriname  

 
Buffer Zone 2. 18th Century Urban Extension, enclosed by: 
 

• = Sommelsdijksche Kreek 
• = Wanicastraat 
• = Viottekreek 
 

Note:  
The present  Designated Conservation Zone in the Cultural Property 
has been diminished in size, compared to the original nomination 
dossier, to facilitate a better management. Since the Special 
Advisory Committee on building is supervising both Conservation 
Zone and Buffer Zones, the Property of the Historic Inner City of 
Paramaribo in physical lay out and appearance remains the same. 
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Essential Listed Monuments: 
 
Inside Designated Conservation Zone: 
 

 1. Fort Zeelandia Area (which consists of the fortress, 4 former officers houses, 2 
former commanders houses, a former guardhouse, a former military prison and 
the ruins of "Gebouw 1790” (a former military barrack ) 

      Address: Abraham Crijnssenweg & Zeelandiaweg 
2. Presidential Palace                                                                                             

Address: Onafhankelijkheidsplein 1 
3. Ministry of Finance                                                                                            

Address: Onafhankelijkheidsplein 3 
4. Roman Catholic Cathedral  “St. Petrus en Paulus”                                              

Address: Gravenstraat 22-24 
 5. " Cornerhouse"  
 Address: Waterkant 2 
 6. " De Waag" (1824)  
 Address: Waterkant 5 
 7. Reformed Church                                                                                              

Address: Kerkplein 
 
Outside Designated Conservation Zone: 
 

8. Lutheran Church                                                                                                   
Address: Waterkant 102 

9. Synagogue "Neve Shalom" (Ashkenadzi Jewish Community)                           
Address: Keizerstraat 82 

 
The Essential Listed Monuments and their character statements are grouped in Appendix 
1. 
 
 
d. Exact Location on map and indication of geographical co-ordinates 
 
City of Paramaribo, situated on the left bank of the River Suriname 
District of Paramaribo, Republic of Suriname, South America 
Latitude North: 5 degrees 49'/ Longitude West: 55 degrees 09' 
 
Map Ia: South America's North-East 
Map Ib: The Republic of Suriname 
 
 
e. Maps and/or plans showing boundary of area proposed for inscription 
 
Map Ia: South America's North-East (scale 1: 20,000,000) 
Map Ib: The Republic of Suriname (scale 1: 4,000,000) 
Map IIa: Cultural Property: Designated Conservation Zone and Buffer Zones  

(scale 1: 9.250) 
 
 
f. Area of site proposed for inscription 
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The Designated Conservation Zone of Paramaribo and Buffer Zones encloses 
approximately 90 hectares. Paramaribo's historic inner city has been nominated 
because of four aspects: 
1. Its pattern has remained unchanged for the past 300 years.  
2. Its ensembles (connected monumental buildings). Demarcation of the part of the 

city centre up for nomination now has been justified by  the occurrence of 
ensembles; there are few or no ensembles outside the area selected and 
therefore there is no reason to fear violation. 

3. Its wooden architecture. Of the 244 formally protected monuments of 
Paramaribo about 50% (including the most important ones) is located inside the 
designated Conservation Zone and about 15% inside the two designated Buffer 
Zones. Outside the designated Conservation Zone and Buffer Zones there are 
still a relatively great number of historical buildings, some of them formally 
protected (about 35%), others not. These buildings guarantee the continuation of 
a wooden city outside the nominated area. 

4. Finally, Paramaribo’s time honored functions: trade, harbor, residential area and 
seat of the Government. Since the Government of the Republic of Suriname has 
undertaken significant measures regarding the protection and management of 
the historic inner city, radical changes are not to be expected in the cultural 
historic values for which Paramaribo is being nominated.  
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2. Justification for Inscription 
 
a. Statement of significance 
 
The proposed Cultural Property represents a former Dutch colonial town from the 17th 
and 18th century with an original town plan.  It is composed of wooden buildings with a 
plain and symmetrical architectural style, the cross-over of different European and 
North American influences and Creole (descendants of African slaves) craftsmanship. 
The historic urban structure is the setting for over 250 monuments, authentic in 
design, material and craftsmanship. A recently developed integrated conservation and 
development scheme for the inner city (“Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo”) is a part 
of the overall planning legislation of Paramaribo. This scheme creates favourable 
conditions for the development of the historic urban centre and the conservation and 
reuse of the listed monuments. 
 
 
b. Possible comparative analysis (including state of conservation of similar sites) 
 
Suriname is situated on the continent of  South-America  but it still considers itself part 
of the Caribbean because of cultural reasons. A comparative-analysis, therefore should 
include the historic sites and cities in this region as well as the other colonial towns of 
Dutch origin. 
 
Being a seaport with European as well as African and Indian cultural influences and 
stemming from an agricultural organization based upon slave labour, Paramaribo 
resembles other cities in the Caribbean because of its historical, socio-economic and 
functional background. The town planning and architectural heritage of Caribbean 
seaports already inscribed on the World Heritage List like Havana & Trinidad (Cuba), 
San Juan (Puerto Rico), Carthagena (Colombia), Portobelo - San Lorenzo (Panama) and 
Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic) are of Spanish or Portuguese colonial origin. Even 
Willemstad (Curaçao - Netherlands Antilles) as a Dutch colonial town has Spanish 
elements in its architecture. 
 
As a result of  its location in marshy country the urban pattern of Paramaribo is an 
example of Dutch civil engineering and town planning. The only fortification of the 
town, the fortress of Zeelandia, was the nucleus from which Paramaribo originated. The 
structure of the city was planned and implemented approximately between 1680 and 
1880. This resulted in a clear, rectangular system of streets with identical building 
blocks. This type of  “chessboard like” structure  is strictly applied in the New World 
and is typical of many cities; however, Paramaribo has subtly adapted it to its natural 
environment, most probably resulting from the pragmatic Dutch approach to town 
planning. Brooks and canals for draining the area criss-cross the city  plan at regular 
intervals and the course of the river have been incorporated. 
 
The oldest part of the city plan, the part selected for nomination, has a clear east-west 
structure, following the underlying shell ridges. Paramaribo's main streets - 
Gravenstraat, Heerenstraat and Keizerstraat - extend along these ridges. 
 
The urban structure of the inner city has not been altered in the 300 years of its 
existence. It includes the main part of the historic buildings. The historic city presents a 
wooden architecture (using timber from the hinterland), identifying Paramaribo as a 
unique example within the `family' of cities from the period of Dutch colonial expansion 
(1600 - 1800). Other Dutch influenced towns are Cape Town (South Africa), Galle (Sri 
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Lanka, inscribed on the World Heritage List), Jakarta (former Batavia, Indonesia) and 
the earlier mentioned Willemstad (Curaçao, inscribed on the World Heritage list in 
1997). Original urban activities for the sake of infrastructure, governmental, 
commercial and residential functions are still executed within the proposed cultural 
property. 
 
 
c. Authenticity / Integrity 
 
Most of the urban structure of the period 1680 - 1800 still exists, mainly due to low 
economic growth in the past three decades. The original urban pattern is still authentic 
in relation with the historical built environment, because no major infrastructural 
changes have taken place, no building lines have been altered and no high-rising 
buildings have been  built in the city centre. 
 
About 244 listed monuments exist in Paramaribo and it is striking that in the past 
three decades only few have disappeared in favour of new developments. Public support 
for  built heritage is strong. Conservation and maintenance of wooden buildings are still 
executed in traditional techniques using tropical hardwoods. But as a vivid city it bears 
its marks, resulting from continuity of socio-economic functions and  vulnerability of 
wooden structure to fire. Especially the old quarters on the waterfront show physical 
and functional decay.  Revitalization of the urban scene will be effected by an integrated 
conservation program, based upon a multi-year urban development scheme for the 
entire historic inner city, and by legal protection of the historic buildings and 
townscape. 
 
 
d. Criteria under which inscription is proposed (and justification for inscription 
under  these  criteria) 
 
Criteria met for the inclusion of Cultural Properties in the World Heritage List (as 
stipulated in the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention, WHC 99/2, March 1999, paragraph 24); 
 
Criterion (a - ii): 
Exhibit an important interchange of human values, within a cultural area of the world, 
on developments in architecture and town planning, 
 
Criterion (a - iii): 
Bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition, which has 
disappeared, 
 
Criterion (a - iv): 
Be an outstanding example of a type of architectural ensemble which illustrates a 
significant stage in human history, 
 
as well as: 
Assurances of Authenticity (b - i) and Legal protection ( b - ii ) 
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3. Description 
 
a. Description of  Property 
 
The inner city of Paramaribo is one of the most extensive ‘colonial style’ wooden 
settlements in the Western Hemisphere. The wooden houses, dating from the 18th and 
19th century, together with the monumental façades and the urban pattern - for the 
greater part still intact - constitute a cultural property of interest for mankind. 
 
Fort Zeelandia was built in 1667 on a somewhat protruding point on the left bank of the 
River Suriname. It was built on the spot where up to that moment the English Fort 
Willoughby had been situated. The open space around Zeelandia was used as military 
drill ground.  Paramaribo's first buildings must have stood on the perimeter of this open  
space, but they were no more than wooden huts and barracks. They mainly housed 
sailors, merchants, bars and other ‘houses of pleasure’. 
 
The structure of the city was only  planned after Van Sommelsdijck, Suriname's first 
governor and joint owner of the colony, had come into command in 1683. Starting from 
the centre, around the open field in front of Fort Zeelandia, the city was initially  laid 
out westwards. The shell ridge formations, remnants of a time when the sea reached 
this far inland, offered natural drainage and provided excellent building sites. From the 
middle of the 18th century the city was extended southwards on the sandy land along 
the banks of the River Suriname. At the end of the 18th century “Combé”, the first 
neighbourhood north of the old city centre, was planned. The Dutch, who used their 
civil engineering techniques to  drain the area by constructing canals, converted the 
river bank into nutrient - rich plantations. 
 
The existence of the city of Paramaribo was threatened by the English and the French. 
To defend the town two forts were constructed: the fortress of Zeelandia on the left  
bank of the River  Suriname and the fortress of Nieuw-Amsterdam at the confluence of 
the River Suriname and  the River Commewijne, close to the Atlantic Ocean. As there 
was no need of city walls the town could be laid out in spacious lots along wide streets 
bordered by trees, which after 300 years still add quality to the public space. 
 
The most important  listed monuments are Fort Zeelandia and its surroundings (1667), 
the Presidential Palace (1730), the Ministry of Finance (1841), the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral (1885), “Cornerhouse” (1825), “De Waag” (1822) and the Reformed Church 
(1837) (see Map IIc Essential Listed Monuments).  
 
The larger buildings, such as the Ministry of Finance and the Court of Justice, were 
designed by Dutch architects employed by the Surinamese Government. They were built 
according to the existing architectural style in The Netherlands and  the local tradition. 
The wooden houses were designed and built by local craftsmen and entirely reflect the 
Surinamese  style. 
 
Uniformity, largely derived from the use of  timber as building material, is typical of 
Suriname's architecture. All wooden houses, both large and small, are similar and built 
after one and the same basic design: a rectangular layout, plain symmetrical walls, a 
high roof, red brick substructures, with white façades and green doors and shutters. By 
painting the wooden walls white and the brick elements red, the shape rather than the 
material was emphasized. Symmetry has also been used extensively in the layout of 
buildings, gaining in clarity and simplicity. 
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The associated maps, plans and photographic documentation are included in the 
appendices. 
Appendix 1: Essential Listed Monuments and their Character Statements  
Appendix 2: Historical Maps, Plans and Photographs 
Appendix 3: Maps, Plans and Photographic Documentation, actual situation 
 
 
b. History and development 
 
Note: The name of "Guiana" is used for the stretch of coast extending from Northern Brazil 
to Southern Venezuela, whereas "Guyana" is used to indicate the former British colony, 
the country of Guyana. 
 
The first voyages of discovery to the so-called “Wild  Coast” of South America occurred 
in 1499 by the Spaniards Alonso en  Juan de la Cosa, accompanied by Amerigo 
Vespucci. After some time a rumour started about a Land of Gold situated in the lake of 
Parima in the deep interiors of Guyana. This Land of Gold was ruled by the Lord of the 
Inca's El Dorado. Many adventurers came to the Wild Coast in search of easy riches 
without any success. El Dorado remained a myth. In the 17th century the Dutch (who 
had a patent on trading) came to the Wild Coast searching for tobacco and hardwoods. 
Dutch trading posts must have existed as early as 1614 near the River Corantijn and 
near the Indian village of Parmarbo or Parmurbo on the banks of the River Suriname, 
now known as Paramaribo.  
 
From the beginning of the 17th century colonization of the Wild Coast was aiming at 
agricultural development, especially in the field of sugarcane and tobacco. The 
European governments involved in this colonization encouraged settlers to  establish 
private plantations and to exploit the cultivated area in order to meet the increasing 
demand for tropical products in  Europe. 
 
In 1651 the Englishman Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham and 300 planters of 
Barbados, managed to establish flourishing tobacco and sugar plantations in Suriname 
in a relatively short period of time, because of their experience in growing crops in the 
tropics. When a Dutch fleet commanded by Abraham Crijnssen conquered the colony 
during the Second Dutch - English War (1665 - 1667) British patronage ended. 
Suriname would be under Dutch rule for the next 300 years. From 1667 to about the 
end of the eighteenth century plantations were successfully exploited and 
approximately 600 of them were in business. During the second half of the eighteenth 
century a growing number of owners migrated to Paramaribo, leaving the maintenance 
of the plantation to an appointed administrator. This behaviour caused individual 
plantations to decline, while the town grew gradually with many spacious residential 
dwellings appearing along streets aligned with trees. 
 
Due to this and the abandonment of cane sugar (in favour of  beet sugar) on the 
continent of Europe a general decline of the plantations set in at the end of the 
eighteenth century.  The economic situation in Suriname worsened when slavery had 
been officially abolished in 1863. Less than 100 plantations remained in business and 
more people moved into town, including slaves who were free now. To house all these 
people Paramaribo expanded rapidly and new neighbourhoods had to be planned. To 
support the exploitation of the remaining plantations the government started to import 
labourers from China and the West Indies and later on from India and Java (Indonesia). 
During the years 1873-1939 a total of 34,000 Hindostanis (East-Indians) and 33,000 
Javanese were brought to Suriname, adding more colour and tradition to the cultural 
mosaic of Paramaribo.  
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Suriname gradually changed from a large-scale agricultural county with every cultural 
group- European, Creole, Hindostani- working at the farmlands. Nowadays all these 
ethnic groups live all over Paramaribo and separated ghettos are virtually non-existent. 
Indeed, Paramaribo is a real  multi-cultural and multi-ethnic city. Over time 
Paramaribo developed from a governmental and harbour-related business town to a city 
in which trade, commercial and recreational activities, residential areas and small 
businesses are located side by side. 
 
 
c. Form and date of most recent records of the site 
 
Most recent form and date of inventory of the site: May 1997 by the Urban Heritage 
Foundation Suriname under supervision of the Ministry of Education and Community 
Development, Directorate of Culture. See the “Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo”  for 
detailed inventory and drawings. 
As an integral part of the 2001 “Study to Establish a Comprehensive Sector Policy and 
Strategy Framework for the Sustainable Management of the Built Heritage of the Inner 
City of Paramaribo”, financed by the European Union, a detailed inventory on four 
building blocks within the historic inner city has been carried out. These building 
blocks will be upgraded through a pilot project (an urban regeneration local action area 
development programme). 
 
 
d. Present state of the conservation 
 
At present there are 244 formally protected monuments of Paramaribo. About 50% 
(including the most important ones) is located inside the designated Conservation Zone 
and about 15% inside the two designated Buffer Zones. Outside the designated 
Conservation Zone and Buffer Zones there are still a relatively great number of 
historical buildings, some of them formally protected (about 35%), others not. 
The state of conservation of  Historic Paramaribo is being monitored by a site manager 
who is in charge of the property.  
 
For a detailed inventory of the technical condition and historic quality of the existing 
building stock and conservation programme see the “Plan for the Inner City of 
Paramaribo”. The above mentioned European Union study also provides in Annex 1 
insight in the technical condition, historic quality , land-use, land-ownership, number 
of floors of the buildings and materials of the buildings of four building blocks in the 
historic inner city as part of a proposed pilot project. 
 
 
e. Policies and programs related to the presentation and promotion of the 
property 
 
On July 1996 the “Unie van Architecten in Surinam”' (Union of Architects in Suriname) 
organized the International Symposium "Our Cultural Heritage: How to go on ?". This 
symposium drew to the attention of policy makers, members of government, town 
planners, architects and the general public in Suriname and the former mother 
country, the Netherlands, to the necessity of preserving the inner city. 
 
An exhibition on town planning and architecture of Paramaribo was held in October 
1997 at the Institute for Architecture in Amsterdam (ARCAM), the Netherlands. It was 
opened and attended by policy makers and members of the Surinamese and Dutch 
government. This same exhibition was shown in Paramaribo in  april/may 1998.  
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On April 11, 2000 an International Seminar was held in Paramaribo on the theme “New 
Life for Old Cities”. This seminar was organized by Conservation International Suriname 
in cooperation with the Government of the Republic Suriname. The seminar formed an 
integral part of “A process to design a Sustainable Tourism Development and 
Conservation Strategy for Suriname, Highlighting Three Core Tourism Products, (the 
Central Suriname Nature Reserve, the Upper Suriname River Maroon and Nature 
Product and the Historic Inner City of Paramaribo)”. The report of the seminar was sent 
to the World Heritage Centre as an annex of the letter dated November 1, 2000 ref. MC-
163. 
 
ICOMOS-Suriname is presently in the preparation phase for an awareness programme 
for cultural heritage. 
 



TEXT OF THE RE-SUBMISSION OF THE NOMINATION OF THE HISTORIC INNER CITY OF PARAMARIBO
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------

 15  
 

4. Management 
  
a. Ownership 
Approximately 20% of the buildings and associated lots of the Historic Inner City of 
Paramaribo is owned by the National Government or governmental institutions (see Map 
V, Ownership) like the Fort Zeelandia Area, the "Palmentuin" and the Presidential 
Palace. The Roman-Catholic Cathedral and the two Synagogues are privately-owned 
monuments. Public space like roads, rivers banks and drainage canals are under 
control of the National Government. 
 
 
b. Legal Status 
Since the publication of the ICOMOS evaluation report (March 1999) with regard to the 
nomination of the Historic Inner City of Paramaribo for  UNESCO’s World Heritage List, 
the Government of Suriname (GoS) has made significant steps towards safeguarding the 
proposed Cultural Property (see appendices). These are: 
 
The proposed Cultural Property has been formally designated as a Conservation Zone 
with additional Buffer Zones. Building plans within these designated areas will be 
under close supervision of a Special Advisory Committee. With regard to the above the 
following steps (in chronological order) have been taken by the GoS:  
On May 31, 2001 the Council of Ministers of  Suriname approved the draft State 
Resolution regarding the implementation of article 4 section 2 of the Building Code of 
1956. This resolution establishes an Expert Building Commission (Special Advisory 
Committee), which advices the Director of the Ministry of Public Works with regard to 
special criteria for building plans in urban areas with a specific aesthetic character (like 
for instance the Historic Inner City of Paramaribo with the two designated Buffer 
Zones), but also to evaluate any building plans according to esthetic criteria. In the 
same resolution the designation of the Conservation Zone and the two Buffer Zones, 
being the 18th century urban expansion and the “Wijk Combé” (area to the north of the 
Van Rooseveltkade), is formalised. The state resolution, which in earlier correspondence 
was referred to as ‘state resolution for aesthetic standards/guidelines’ and as ‘state 
resolution for the establishment of a Building Commission’, has passed the ‘Staatsraad’ 
(State Council) and has just been published in the ‘Staatsblad van de Republiek 
Suriname’ (October 31, 2001 no. 74). Reference to an earlier action regarding the state 
resolution was made by letter dated June 11, 2001 ref. MC-99. 
An additional action undertaken is the appointment of a site manager for the Historic 
Inner City  of Paramaribo (letter dated January 30, 2001, ref. MC-004) 
 
With regard to the legal status of the monuments of Paramaribo the following steps 
have been undertaken by the GoS: On January 4, 1999 the Minister of Education and 
Community Development designated by Ministerial Resolution 244 monuments of 
Paramaribo as protected monuments (reference was made by letter dated August 10, 
1999 ref. MC-407). On August 17, 1999 the Monuments List of Paramaribo (containing 
the 244 protected monuments) was published in the ‘Advertentieblad van de Republiek 
Suriname’ (Gazette no. 65) (reference was made by letter dated August 30, 1999 and 
February 2000 ref. MC-018).  Furthermore, on April 2000 the ‘Staatsbesluit 
Monumentenregistratie’ (State Resolution for Monuments Registration) was published 
in the ‘Staatsblad van de Republiek Suriname’ (no. 41) (reference was made by letter 
dated November 1, 2000 ref. MC-163). Lastly, on March 24, 2001 the Council of 
Ministers of Suriname approved the Monuments Bill, which will replace the existing law 
of 1963 (reference was made by letter dated May 9, 2001 ref. MC-72). The Bill has just 
recently passed the Staatsraad (State Council) and is now being prepared to be sent to 
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Parliament. It is expected to be finally approved by Parliament by the end of the year 
2001. When approved, this new Monuments Act clears the way to designate the 
proposed Cultural Property as a Protected Historic Townscape. 
 
 
c. Protective measures and means of implementing them 
 
For the spatial and urban planning and development in Suriname a set of legal 
instruments at various levels is available. The “Planwet” (Planning  Act), dating from 
June 1973, regulates the responsibility for a comprehensive and sustainable policy for 
spatial, ecological and socio-economic development in Suriname at the Ministry of 
Planning and Development Co-operation. This Ministry designs a development 
programme at national level serving as a policy framework  for the different long-term 
plans. The programme is developed by the “Stichting Planbureau Suriname” (Planning 
Office) and adopted by Parliament. This national programme is worked out at regional 
level. 
 
At regional level the “Wet Regionale Organen” (Regional Bodies Act of the Ministry of 
Regional Development), in effect since June 1989, deals with the development of local 
and regional plans. 
 
At  local level the Ministry of Public Works is responsible for the execution of the 
“Stedebouwkundige Wet” (Town planning Act), in force since July 1972. The spatial 
planning and development of urban areas is dealt with through “Structuur- en  
Bestemmingsplannen” (Structure and Land-use plans). The “Planwet” (Planning Act) 
and the “Stedebouwkundige Wet” (Town planning Act) are connected with each other 
through development programmes in which way tuning takes place. 
 
Finally  the “Bouwwet” (Building Act) and the “Bouwbesluit” (Building Resolution), in 
force since April 1956, deal with licenses for new constructions and residential areas at 
the lowest level, including aesthetic control. 
 
With regard to the legal status of the historical buildings of Paramaribo see measures 
taken by the GoS (b. Legal Status). 
 
 
d. Agency with management authorities 
    Ministry of Education and Community Development 
    Directorate of Culture 
    Rooseveltkade 3 
    Paramaribo  
 
e. Level at which management is exercised and name and address of     
    responsible person for contact purposes 
 
National: 
Ministry of Education and Community Development 
Directorate of Culture 
Director: Mr. John Pawiroredjo 
 
On site: 
Urban Heritage Foundation Suriname 
Director/Site manager for Historic Paramaribo: Mr. Stephen A. Fokké 
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According to the original plans the Urban Heritage Foundation Suriname (UHFS) would 
be dissolved and incorporated in a Heritage Management Institute. However, on advice 
of various bilateral parties, it has been proposed to let the UHFS continue to exist next 
to the Suriname Heritage Management Corporation, because of the different mandates 
of both organizations. The UHFS will remain a knowledge-centre for the built heritage, 
but will also remain a semi-governmental institute for the coordination of  various 
planning and design instruments in relation to the Historic Inner City of Paramaribo.  
On March 24, 2001 the Council of Ministers of  Suriname approved the establishment 
of the ‘Surinaamse Monumentenbeheer Maatschappij NV’ (Suriname Heritage 
Management Corporation), which main task will be using the built heritage of the 
Historic Inner City of Paramaribo as a catalyst for sustainable urban regeneration. 
Reference to the above action was made by letter dated May 9, 2001 ref. MC-72. 
 
 
f. Agreed plans related to property 
 
The “Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo” was designed by the Urban Heritage 
Foundation Suriname under the responsibility of the Ministry of Education & 
Community Development and in co-operation with the Ministry of Public Works. The 
Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo consists of an analysis of the historical 
development and a short outline of the cultural historical background of the city. A 
combination of these aspects mentioned, offer an indication of the opportunities and  
risks of the development without threatening the existing cultural identity. Based on  
this analysis a development scheme and a land-use plan for the historic inner city can 
be drawn up. An up to date inventory of the architectural and technical condition of the 
existing building stock has been made up to design a conservation plan. This inventory 
provides a clear insight in the buildings to be conserved and renovated and shows 
which open  plots have to be filled in (with contemporary architecture).  
 
 
g. Sources and levels of finance 
 
At the moment there are two financing instruments available for  Mutual Cultural 
Heritage in Suriname provided by the Dutch Government, being the HGIS-
Cultuurmiddelen (International Cooperation for Culture) and the Suriname 
Cultuurallocatie (Suriname Cultural Policy). These two funds form part of the recently 
(September 2001) formalized ‘Policy Framework Mutual Cultural Heritage’ signed by the 
Surinamese Minister of Education and Community Development and the Dutch State 
Secretary for Culture. 
Besides the above funds, the  European Union recently financed a study entitled: 
“Study to Establish a Comprehensive Sector Policy and Strategy Framework for the 
Sustainable Management of the Built Heritage of the Inner City of Paramaribo”. The 
final report of the study was published recently.  Reference to the European Union 
study was made by letter dated June 11, 2001 ref. MC-99).  
 
 
 
h. Sources  of expertise and training in conservation and  
    management techniques 
 
Under proposition is the establishment of a training centre for restorers in the “Petrus 
Dondershuis” located across the St. Petrus and Paulus Cathedral. An amount of US$ 
36.500 has been donated by the ALCOA Foundation Committee Suriname to the Petrus 
Dondershuis Foundation to set up this training centre for restorers of wooden historic 



TEXT OF THE RE-SUBMISSION OF THE NOMINATION OF THE HISTORIC INNER CITY OF PARAMARIBO
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------

 18  
 

buildings. The  training centre will start its activities with the restoration of the wooden 
St. Petrus and Paulus Cathedral, which may be financed by the European Union. This 
project is now being evaluated by the European Union. 
 
 
i. Visitor facilities and statistics 
 
Tourism to Suriname mainly consists of family visits from Surinamese people living 
abroad; on an average of 4,000 to 8,000 visitors per month. Of these people visiting 
family and relatives, a significant number also engages in the so-called eco-tourism into 
the forested interior. Cultural tourism is still an unexploited area for Suriname. Small 
tour operators in the city offer guided tours into the city and to for instance, the former 
plantations in the district of Commewijne.  
 
To promote Suriname as a destination location an International Seminar was held on 
April 11, 2000 in Paramaribo on the theme “New Life for Old Cities”. This seminar was 
organized by Conservation International Suriname in cooperation with the Government 
of the Republic Suriname. The seminar formed an integral part of “A process to design a 
Sustainable Tourism Development and Conservation Strategy for Suriname, 
Highlighting Three Core Tourism Products”. The report of the seminar was sent to the 
World Heritage Centre as an annex of the letter dated November 1, 2000 ref. MC-163. 
 
The European Union financed study mentioned under paragraph g (Sources and levels 
of finance) focuses also on the close symbiosis between heritage and tourism and 
provides recommendations on how to make use of the tourism potential of the Historic 
Inner City of Paramaribo. 
 
Publications about historic sites & sights in the city, are not numerously available at 
the moment. Yearly, the “Stichting Monumentenzorg”  (a private monumental care 
Foundation), organises an  “Open monument day". At this event a prize for the best 
maintained monument is handed out. 
The Suriname Museum, the main visitor centre with a small (book) shop, is centrally 
located at Fort Zeelandia in the heart of the city. 
 
As the proposed Cultural Property consists of the centre of Suriname's capital city 
accommodation, restaurants and other facilities and services are readily available. Over 
night accommodation in different hotels and guest houses (total  approx. 70) ranges in 
price from 30 to 110 US dollar per night. 
 
 
j. Site management plan and statement of objectives 
 
Site conservation and management plan: the “Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo” by 
the Urban Heritage Foundation Suriname, under supervision of the Ministry of 
Education & Community Development (see annexed copies). 
  
k. Staffing levels 
 
The Urban Heritage Foundation Suriname consists of a board with expertise in notary, 
culture, architecture, law and public works, while its bureau personnel is trained at  an 
academic level in human-geography, urban-planning and arts-history. 
The foundation offers working-experiences for graduate-students from the University of 
Suriname, and several Universities and High Schools of the Netherlands.  
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For the necessary financial technical and judicial expertise, other governmental 
agencies or, where feasibility studies are concerned, commercial organizations can be 
asked for support.  
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5. Factors Affecting the Site 
 
a. Development pressures 
 
Development pressures occur when urban renewal takes place by private entrepreneurs 
and wooden buildings are being replaced by concrete ones. With the installation of an 
Expert Building Committee, as mentioned in page 14, a system of aesthetic control (on 
scale,  architectural form and building-height etc.) in the designated Conservation Zone 
and Buffer Zones will be operational.  The Urban Heritage Foundation Suriname will 
work together with the Ministry of Public Works to integrate the aspect of aesthetic 
control with the maintenance of the high quality view of the historic city centre. 
 
 
b. Environmental pressures  
 
Building and sewer maintenance are provided for in the Plan for the Inner City of 
Paramaribo of 1997 and will effectively protect against heavy rains occurring in the two 
rainy seasons. 
 
 
c. Natural disasters and preparedness 
 
A real threat to Paramaribo's wooden city centre is fire. In the first half of the 
nineteenth century two major fires destroyed a great part of the then existing town and 
even today minor fires occur which damage and destroy a part of Suriname's cultural 
heritage. After a big fire in 1992, just outside the proposed Cultural Property 
(Keizerstraat), which had destroyed over ten buildings, two of which were historic 
monuments, the Surinamese Government updated its fire control equipment and water 
supply so that it is now more adequately equipped for the enormous task of 
safeguarding the wooden city centre. Nevertheless, a major fire in August 1996 
destroyed the parliament building, one of the oldest historic buildings in town, and two 
annexing governmental monuments in the Gravenstraat. This has once more proven 
that the utmost care and attention is  still asked from the Surinamese fire brigade and 
the general public. 
Because of the vulnerability of Historic Paramaribo to fire, the site manager for Historic 
Paramaribo participated in January 2001 in a regional training workshop on “Risk 
Preparedness for the Caribbean”, organized in the Dominican Republic by the 
International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 
property (ICCROM) in cooperation with UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre. As a result of 
this training workshop a fire-prevention survey for the Historic Inner City of Paramaribo  
is now under preparation. This survey will form the basis for a fire-prevention plan for 
the inner city. 
 
 
d. Visitor/tourism pressures 
 
Suriname has not yet been “discovered “ by international tourism: the hub of visits to 
Suriname is from the Netherlands and the United States and is family-related. Efforts 
are now being made to draw more tourists to Suriname by creating facilities for so 
called cultural tourism (see also the Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo). 
 
 
e. Number of inhabitants within the site  
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The last census being held in 1980, no recent numbers of inhabitants to the inner city 
are available. Approximately 250,000 people live in the area of Greater Paramaribo and 
less than 10,000 in the proposed Cultural Property. A new census is planned for the 
year 2002.  
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6. Monitoring 
 
a. Key indicators for measuring state of conservation 
 
Number of historic wooden buildings in proposed Cultural Property: approximately 400 
Number of listed monuments in proposed Cultural Property: approximately 160 
Total of buildings requiring major repair in proposed Cultural Property: 98 
 
Proposed conservation  programme in the Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo: 10 to 
15 years (1997-2007/2012) (see annexed copies). 
 
b. Administrative arrangements for monitoring property 
 
The appointed site manager for Historic Paramaribo is in charge of the proposed 
Cultural property and its state of conservation. With regard to aesthetic control   the 
Special Advisory Committee (Building Commission) mentioned under Chapter 4 
paragraph b will be in charge of evaluating (according to aesthetic criteria) all building 
plans in the designated Conservation Zone and Buffer Zones. 
 
c. Results of previous reporting exercises 
 
The first report on Paramaribo's cultural heritage made in Ozinga's Proeve van een 
Monumentenlijst (Test for a Monuments List) of 1961, was followed by De historische 
monumenten van Suriname (Suriname's Historical Monuments) of 1963. The latter, 
merely a descriptive exercise, was the first comprehensive book of this subject. 
 
A second similar descriptive report was carried out under supervision of Temminck 
Groll in De architectuur van Suriname 1667 - 1930 (The Architecture of Suriname 
1667-1930) of  1973. This valuable book is still used by restoration architects and 
others alike as a source for detailed drawings and information on the monuments of 
Paramaribo and the districts. 
 
A third report on Paramaribo's monumental inner city was carried out by Van Dun & 
Van Oers in 1995. This was a mere comprehensive study in the field of integrated 
conservation; a plan dealing with a political, economic and managerial approach 
towards the revitalisation of the historic inner city of Paramaribo. This report “Wooden 
Gold” formed the starting point for the Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo (1997), 
carried out by the Ministry of Education and Community Development, e.g. the Urban 
Heritage Foundation Suriname.  
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7. Documentation 
 
a. Photographs, maps, plans and video 
 
See Appendices 2 and 3 for maps, plans and photographic documentation of both the 
historical and the actual situation.  
A promotional video made in 1997 by the Urban Heritage Foundation Suriname for the 
Ministry of Education and Community Development is also included. 
The colour photographs in Appendix 3 were specially made for this nomination dossier 
by The Netherlands Department for Conservation, Zeist (photographer Loek Tangel). 
 
 
b. Copies of the annex “Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo” 
Also included are copies of the “Plan for the Inner City of Paramaribo” (site management 
plan). 
 
 
c. Copies of the annex “Legal Protective Measures” 
For an excerpt in English of the 1998 Monuments Act Bill, the full Dutch text of the 
1998 Monuments Act Bill and the Monuments List of Paramaribo see the annex “Legal 
Protective Measures”. 
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9. Appendices 
 
Appendix 1: Essential Listed Monuments and their Character Statements  
Appendix 2: Historical Maps, Plans and Photographs  
Appendix 3: Maps, Plans and Photographic Documentation, actual situation 
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Essential Listed Monuments and their Character Statements 
 
 
Inside Designated Conservation Zone 
 
1. Fort Zeelandia Area, address: Abraham Crijnssenweg & Zeelandiaweg 
 
The centre from which the City of Paramaribo originated is, formed by Fort Zeelandia 
and Onafhankelijkheidsplein, the former parade ground. The entire area of the fortress 
and Onafhankelijkheidsplein is of high quality as urban design (the administrative 
centre of the country is in close relation with the fortress on the riverbank) and 
architectural structure (along three sides of the square semi-closed façades, while the 
fourth side shows an opening to the river). 
 
The area of Fort Zeelandia consists of: 
- the Fort Zeelandia (operated as a museum) 
- 4 former officers houses (used as office buildings) 
-   2 former commanders houses  
- ruins of "Gebouw 1790" ( a former barrack) 
- a former military prison 
- a former guardhouse 
 
Fort Zeelandia 
It is the most ancient historic building of Paramaribo. Built before 1667, with 18th 
century extensions. The original plan is a regular pentagon. On four sides of a similarly 
pentagonal inner courtyard, there are two-storied brick buildings, covered with steep 
tiled roofs. The fifth side, the landside, is enclosed by a wall made of shell limestone 
with a gate house. On the riverside each of the three bastions has a slightly different 
shape. 
 
Former officers houses Zeelandiaweg 3, 5, 7 
Wooden buildings with galleries, originally one storey, dating from the first half of the 
19th century. The buildings were raised with one floor about 1900. Steep roofs with 
dormers, still partly covered with tiles. Zeelandiaweg 3 has a high substructure with a 
monumental brick step. 
 
Former officers house Zeelandiaweg 9 
A plastered brick house from the 18th century, mainly covered with tiles. The gallery is 
probably a late 19th century extension. An extention with gallery has been added to the 
back of the house. In the axis, on the ground floor, there is a protruding wooden 
entrance with a saddle roof. 
 
Former officer's house Zeelandiaweg 6 
A two-storied wooden house with an extension on the left side. In the axis a high brick 
staircase with rounded stairs and a gallery of one storey. 
 
Former officer's house Zeelandiaweg 8 
A two-storied wooden house with a gallery. 
 
Ruins of "Gebouw 1790" 
This building was originally built as a barrack and operated as a warehouse for 
foodstuffs. It was later used as a governmental building and was partly destroyed 
during a fire in the nineteen eighties.  
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It has a very broad brick front, originally plastered, that consists of two storeys. Each of 
them has a protruding middle part, which is enclosed by a tympan. On both sides of 
these middle parts, there are six arched window openings on both storeys. The side 
walls have three round arched entrances and three arched window openings on the 
second storey. 
 
Former military prison 
This one storey brick building has been used as a military prison until 1996 and has a 
tiled roof. The northside has a slightly lower extension dating from the early nineteen 
eighties.  
On the westside there are six arched windows with bars and the east side has a door 
and four rectangular windows with bars. 
 
Former guard house 
This wooden building has a hipped roof, a high brick substructure and a brick step 
with round stairs. 
 
2. Presidential Palace  address: Onafhankelijkheidsplein 1 
The Presidential Palace has an essential position, because of its prominent location on 
the north-side of the Onafhankelijkheidsplein. The ground floor consists of  plastered 
brick, the second storey is made of wood. The middle part, which is three bays in width, 
is three storeys high and is crowned by a wide ornamented fronton.  A saddle roof with 
slates, a gallery (1787-1788), later extended with three bays on the right side and in the 
axis protruding from two storeys and three bays. The gallery is segmented by Ionic 
pilasters  between which there are arches. The front of the second storey has Corinthian 
pilasters. 
To the west of the Palace there is a former “bakhuis” (kitchen), completely plastered in 
white, with a steep saddle roof between two spout-shaped fronts. Next to this there is a 
former “koetshuis” (coach-house) that has been converted into a guardhouse. It still has 
two arched openings. At the back of the Palace is situated the Palmentuin, the only  
public park in the historic inner city. 
 
 
3.   Ministry of Finance  address: Onafhankelijkheidsplein 3 
 
This 34,5 metres high brick building, erected between 1836 and 1841 by the town's 
architect, J.A. Voight, is conspicuous by its monumental set-up. The building is 
crowned in the middle by a high tower which, as for its shape and height, seems to be 
more a part of the whole western side of the Onafhankelijkheidsplein, rather than the 
building itself.  During the construction of the building the well-known tower-clock was 
installed. This antique clock, which is still working, was built by Petit and Fritsen, clock 
foundry Aarle Rixtel, P. Buys & zn, watchmaker in Amsterdam. The building is 
furthermore designed with a contemporary portico consisting of Doric columns crowned 
by a fronton in which the wreated bronze medallion was fitted in 1913. The building is 
covered by a hipped roof with dormers. The monumentality and the location of the 
building in the axis of the square increases the dignity of both the building and the 
Onafhankelijkheidsplein. 
 
4.  Roman Catholic Cathedral “St. Petrus en Paulus”  address: Gravenstraat 22-24 
This church is built completely out of wood in Neo-Roman style, the spires in Neo-
Gothic style. The cathedral is situated off the building line.  
It is a full basilica on a cross shaped ground plan, consisting of a wide front with two 
towers, a three-aisled nave consisting of a high nave and low aisles, a transept with 
extended chapels against the back walls. The roofs were originally covered with slates 
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but now they partly have a temporary covering of corrugated iron. The building is 
painted in the colours grey (fasciae, pilasters, friezes, columns and arches) and yellow 
(actual wall faces). The tracery in the windows is white. 
The interior is entirely made of unpainted cedar wood. Very special are the wooden 
groined and the ribbed cross faults, the beautifully sculptured capitals of the entrance 
and those of the little dividing columns of the tower windows; the big rose-window, the 
arcades and the constantly  varying patterns of the cast iron tracery in the windows of 
the aisles. The two Neo-Gothic spires are also richly designed, but of more recent date. 
 
5.  "Corner House"  address: Waterkant 2 
“Corner House” and “De Waag” are the first houses at the Waterkant that were rebuilt 
after the great fire of 1821. An important difference with the old building of before the 
fire is that the present house has its front at the Waterkant, while the previous one 
faced the square. “Corner House” is  a monumental wooden building, on a high brick 
substructure painted red with corner basements and Doric corner pilasters, enclosed by 
a turning cornice. A hipped roof with dormer in front and at the back. A perron with 
side stairs and deepened squares on the front side. An Ionic portico with two columns 
on the landing and against the front two pilasters with lanterns. This portico supports a 
balcony with an iron balustrade, and an Ionic superstructure with fronton on top of 
that. An Ionic fronton on the rear side. Surfaced brick garden walls with cast iron  fence 
(late 19th century). On the front side two fence piles which give access to the yard. At 
the back of the house are a brick “bakhuis” (kitchen) with a round chimney and a brick 
servant building with a wooden storey. 
 
6.  "De Waag" (1824)  address: Waterkant 5 
“De Waag” (Weighing House) was used, as the name indicates, to weigh goods  
(mostly agricultural products) brought in by land and river. It forms the end of the view 
line towards the river Suriname looking from the Keizerstraat.  It is a brick, completely 
plastered building under a steep hipped roof, originally covered with slates, now 
temporary covered with corrugated iron. On each of the landsides there is a dormer 
with one window, on the riverside there are three such dormers. The middle part and 
the corners of the façades are emphasized by pilasters, the front is enclosed by a 
cornice. In the axis there is a double panelled door with a semicircular fanlight in which 
the year 1824 has been written. Above this there is an arched double door and a 
balcony with a cast iron balustrade. 
  
7. Reformed Church address: Kerkplein 
Being the only building situated in the middle of the “Kerkplein”, it emphasizes the 
formal, central character of this part of the city. The “Kerkplein” is after the 
“Onafhankelijksheidsplein” the oldest square in Paramaribo. During  the 17th century  it 
was the political centre of Paramaribo. There was also a cemetery, the socalled 
“Oranjetuin”, for the distinguished  people of the colony.  During the construction of the 
church in tombstones of the old cemetery were used for constructing the church floor. 
The building is a three-aisled classicist brick construction, plastered white, on a 
stretched octogonal ground plan covered with slates. Both longitudinal walls have a 
slightly protruding middle part crowned by a fronton and flanked by chequered 
pilasters.  
 
 
Outside Designated Conservation Zone 
 
8.Lutheran Church address: Waterkant 102 
The church is situated on a spacious terrain, enclosed by a simple iron gate of 1894. It 
is a plastered brick building with a turning mansard roof with tiles. Simple skirting-
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board and cornice around the building, pilasters at the corners. A slightly protruding 
middle part crowned by a fronton in which there is an octagonal window. In the axis a 
double panelled door with a semicircular fanlight and little ventilation doors. 
 
9. Synagogue "Neve Shalom" (Ashkenadzi Jewisch Community)   
address: Keizerstraat 82 
The synagogue is situated on a large terrain between Keizerstraat and Wagenwegstraat. 
It faces the Keizerstraat, where the boundary is formed by a monumental fence with an 
entrance flanked by 2 sturdy brick piles. 
The synagogue itself is a wooden construction built widthways, covered by a hipped roof 
with slates. Before the front there is a monumental portico with 4 Ionic columns 
supporting a cornice with a fronton. A step, the width of the portico, with 2 stairs of 
surfaced brick and a landing of marbles tiles. The wooden floors of the interior are 
covered with white sand. 
Near the western boundary of the terrain there is a “ritueel badhuis” (ritual bathing 
house), under a hipped roof with slates. On the left side of the synagogue there is a 
wooden house on brick corbels. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
































































	Table of contents
	1. Identification of the Property
	2. Justification for Inscription
	3. Description
	4. Management
	5. Factors Affecting the Site
	6. Monitoring
	7. Documentation
	8. Signature on Behalf of the State Party
	9. Appendices
	Appendix 1: Essential Listed Monuments and their Character Statements
	Appendix 2: Historical Maps, Plans and Photographs
	Appendix 3: Maps, Plans and Photographic Documentation, actual situation

	Supplementary information: Legislation
	Maps

